Lyndale Housing Meeting Minutes
May 3, 2021

Present: 
Bruce Brenner, Abigail Behl, Lisa Lyons-Lang, and Sarah Linnes-Robinson

Project Conversations:
Wells Fargo Site update
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6QETZQnSChM&t=7s (about half-way through video)

3601 Development Site Update
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jxNH_-yey04

Conversation regarding Potential House Move and Development of a Vacant Site in Lyndale

The purpose of this item was to introduce a conversation that some individuals had been having regarding a potential relocation of a house to a vacant lot in Lyndale. LNA Staff has spoken with both the home owner and the CLCLT about this concept, and has been in the process of figuring out the current specs and histories of each of the parcels and has spoken with both the home owner and the CLCLT about this concept. 

The background of the project is that Bruce has a property in Whittier where three homes need to be moved. One of them was identified as a possibility to move to a vacant lot in Lyndale. The cost would be covered by Bruce, as would the rehab of the home once sites, and the property would be donated to the City of Lake Community Land Trust for a donation write-off.  LNA enters into the conversation as the current land owner who could potentially sell at value, sell at lesser value, or donate the land to the project. This decision would be made the LNA Board who would need to weight the value of the project going forward against the value of the green space.

Further research with the City of Minneapolis by both committee member and home owner Bruce Brenner and by LNA staff Sarah Linnes-Robinson has revealed the following:

All the lots we are discussing are “undersized” (2 lots at Corner Garden or the raingarden are the properties being looked-at) they fall in the 2040 plan area to have 1-3 units of housing each. Although they are considered “buildable” the City does not make a determination as to if that is “feasible”. According to Jason Wittenberg, the Minneapolis Planning Manager who was in charge of writing the zoning criteria for the 2040 plan, a house can be put on an undersized lot if it has an existing plat and meets the minimum yard dimensions. To determine if any of these plots would actually work the builder would need to determine if there are any easements and what the set-backs and other requirements are on each property.

Those in attendance at the committee meeting felt the idea was interesting enough to continue the research. In particular they wanted to understand more about who CLCLT is and what types of projects they do. Jeff Washburn, their Executive Director, sent the following background information to me and also offered to come meet with the committee, or present at a community membership meeting, in the future if desired. 

	Homeownership | CLCLT | Minneapolis
The City of Lakes Community Land Trust, or CLCLT, creates community ownership that preserves affordability and inclusivity
www.clclt.org




https://groundedsolutions.org/strengthening-neighborhoods/community-land-trusts


Administrative Conversations:
Two members present would really appreciate the meeting not being held on a Monday. As we clean up the contact list, we will work to find a regular date that works better for the majority of people that want to continue serving on the committee.

On that note, please let me know if you want to stay ON this committee list.  

Minutes of the Committee are in disarray so it is challenging to track past conversations and actions. Getting these in order is a priority. 

Workplan: the last work plan available is from 2018 and a lot has changed with the passing of the 2040 Plan. Instead of having the three members present just discuss what the workplan had been three years ago, it seemed wiser to start from scratch. So please visit here, download the 2018 workplan, mark it up with what you think should stay, make notes of what you think is important and what is missing, and enter that information here for discussion at our next Housing Committee meeting. 

Minutes provided by Sarah Linnes-Robinson, Acting Director
